THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF CALIFORNIA PARK & RECREATION SOCIETY

Volume 82 - Issue 1 - WINTER 2026

CONNECTIS#NS

CPRS CONFERENCE & EXPO

Qr il »
_» Mar¢h 10:13] Lon,

CONFERENCE GUIDE |

ALSO INSIDE:

STRATEGIES TO ANTICIPATE,
PREVENT, RESPOND,
AND RECOVER

advancing calffornid’s
park & recreation profession

WINTER 2026 ISSUE SPONSORED BY GREENFIELDS OUTDOOR FITNESS



PUTTING GOATS
TO WORK

HIRING GOATS AS ANATURAL SOLUTION FOR
REDUCING FIRE RISKIN PARKS & FORESTS

By Todd Pernsteiner, Pernsteiner Creative Group

Across the western United States—
especially in drought-prone states
like California and Arizona—wildfire
danger has become an urgent and
ongoing challenge. Park agencies
and land managers are increasingly
looking for innovative, cost-effective,
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and environmentally responsible
ways to reduce fire risk. One solution
gaining traction is goat grazing,

a form of fuel modification that

uses managed herds to reduce
combustible vegetation befare it
becomes a hazard.

What Is Fuel Modification?

Fuel modification, often referred to
as fire brush clearance, is the process
of reducing excess vegetation—such
as dry grasses, invasive weeds, and
dense brush—that can act as fuel

for wildfires. Traditionally, this work
has been done using hand crews,
mechanical equipment, or chemical
treatments. Goat grazing offers a
natural alternative, using animals to
consume and reduce vegetation in
fire-prone areas. Public agencies,
park districts, HOAs, and private
landowners throughout California
and other western states are now
using goats as part of their wildfire
mitigation strategies.

Brian Allen of Green Goat
Landscapers in Santa Clara, CA, said
“Goats are truly remarkable animals.
They eat almost anything—grasses,
star thistle, berry bushes, and even
poison ocak. They will climb trees for
ameal and graze vegetation down
to about four inches of palatable
material. Standing on their hind legs,
they can clear vegetation up to four
to six feet high, effectively reducing
the ‘fire ladder.'

“On average, 400 goats can clear
an acre of land in a single day. Goats
are truly firefighters’ best friends,”
added Allen.



The City of Mission Viejo brought in

goats through Sage Environmental
Group to clear non-native plants and
weeds to help prevent wildfires.

“In Mission Viejo, dense fire fuel
biomas had never been treated. Our
goats grazed sensitive riparian creek i L ¥ E
areas, while avoiding native plants,” - s I

said Alissa Cope, Principal of Sage Goats have atrived in
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Faster and More Cost-Effective

One of the biggest advantages of goat

grazing is efficiency. A properly sized
herd can clear an area in a single day
that might take a landscaping crew
two or three days to complete. Goats

work continuously, don’t require The City of Mission Viejo

fuel, and significantly reduce labor announced goats arrived in the
costs. Just as important, they can city in September 2025 on their
access terrain that is dangerous or Facebook page. The goats were
impractical for people and machinery. brought in to munch on non-native
Steep hillsides, rocky canyons, and plants, control weeds, and help
uneven ground are no problem for with wildfire prevention. The city
goats, who are natural mountaineers. did not disclose the goats' location
By safely reducing vegetation in so they can feel at home without
these hard-to-reach areas, goats help crowds to bother them.

eliminate fire hazards while minimizing
risks to workers.

Environmentally Friendly and Organic

Unlike mechanical clearing or chemical herbicides,
using goats is entirely natural. Goats are browsers
rather than grazers, meaning they consume a wide
variety of plants, including woody brush
and invasive species that are often highly
flamrmable. As they move through an area,
their droppings naturally fertilize
the soil. Over time, this organic
matter improves soil structure,
helping rebuild depleted topsoil
in both sandy and clay-heavy
environments. Healthier soil also
supports stronger, more fire-
resilient native plant growth.
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Did You Know?

In June 2023, approximately 700 goats were
assigned to the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library and Museurn in Simi Valley to help pratect
the campus from wildfires. By clearing dense
underbrush and creating a 150-foot fireline on
surrounding hillsides, the goats reduced fuel
loads, slowed fire spread, and helped safeguard 2
the library—proving their weight truly is “gold” in Children's Hasp“-a?fgs Angeles
fire prevention. C | DBE || -‘l._us.H'E!
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SAGE

ENVIROMMENTAL GROUR

SageEnvironmentalGroup.com
Landscape Contractor (C-27)
CA-DPR Herbicide (41180)

Serving LA, OC, RIV Counties
(6567) 505-6027
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A Time-Tested
Partnership

Goats have supported
human communities
for thousands of years
and were among the
first dornesticated
animals. Their
resilience, diverse
diet, and natural
hardiness make them
ideally suited for

land management in
challenging climates.
While goat milk and
meat remain important
resources globally,
their modern role

in environmental
stewardship is equally valuable. Today's grazing
programs combine ancient practices with modern
land-management planning to address one of the
most pressing issues facing parks and open spaces.

“Goat grazing is organic, carbon-friendly, and
environmentally sustainable. It also provides effective
vegetation management without the constant noise
and emissions of weed whackers or heavy equipment,”
said Allen.

Protecting Parks and Communities

As wildfire seasons grow longer and more intense,
proactive fuel modification is essential. Goat grazing
helps park agencies manage fire-hazardous zones
efficiently, sustainably, and safely. By reducing

fuel loads, improving soil health, and minimizing
environmental impact, goats offer a practical, proven
tool to protect parks, preserve landscapes, and
safeguard surrounding communities—one hillside at
atime.

UNLIKE
MECHANICAL
CLEARING OR
CHEMICAL
HERBICIDES,
GOATGRAZING
ISENTIRELY
NATURAL. GOATS
ARE BROWSERS
RATHERTHAN
GRAZERS, MEANING
THEY CONSUME A
WIDE VARIETY OF
PLANTS, INCLUDING
WOooDY BRUSH AND
INVASIVE SPECIES
THATARE OFTEN
HIGHLY FLAMMAEBLE.
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California Parks & Reecreation magazine mails to
more than 4,700 CPRS members and affiliates

and is available online.

Want to get in the next issue?

Email Todd at todd@pernsteiner.com or call
{952) 841-1111, or view the 2026 advertising
media kit at bit.ly/CPRSmagazine.
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