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WILDFIRE PREVENTION AND HABITAT RESTORATION
Prescribed Goat Grazing

Overview

Sage Environmental Group (Sage) is currently implementing a multi-year fuel
reduction program involving prescribed grazing at six sites consisting of 200+ acres
within wildland /urban interface, defensible space, nature preserve and open space in
Anaheim Hills (a CALFIRE-designated hot zone) where two major fires occurred in
2017 (Complex I and Complex II).

Objective

The City’s primary objective is to reduce fire hazards by controlling and managing
wildland fuel and promoting habitat restoration.

Approach

Goat grazing is used as a natural brush clearance method to remove potential
flammable vegetation in designated areas while restoring natural habitat through
suppression of non-native plants and grasses.

Sage collaborated with the wildfire mitigation specialist to evaluate the extent of fire
fuel load coverage. This was accomplished by multiple site visits. The data collected
was incorporated into a final Vegetation Management Plan for the sites that defined
the precise square feet and distance downslope involved as well as the fire
department’s requirements for defensible space.

Prescribed Goat Grazing

Fuel modification zones were located within steep and overgrown terrain. A herd of
goats, owned by Sage, was deployed to graze flammable brush and invasive plants.
The goats worked in multiple zones within contained pens set by Sage crew
throughout the project area.

Mechanical Removal

Hand crews used a variety of tools to trim and remove flammable brush and small
trees. All brush and grasses were trimmed to the level required by the fire inspector.
Larger shrubs and trees were trimmed to remove lower branches, dead branches, and
thinned to create a fuel break between the ground and branches.

Herbicide Treatments

Sage deployed a Qualified Herbicide Applicator and crew to conduct brush control on
designated plant populations that were unpalatable or toxic to goat grazing or were at
risk of reemergence.



Outreach

Sage facilitated a media event in 2022 attended by city officials and media outlets.
Anaheim’s prescribed grazing program in the Deer Canyon Nature Preserve was
highlighted in a feature story produced by a CNN Meteorologist and his Atlanta film
crew. The crew spent a full day at the site learning about the benefits of prescribed
grazing and interviewing the Fire Marshall and Wildland Mitigation Specialist. The
story was broadcast nationwide and posted on the CNN website. Additional media
coverage during the project period was generated by NBC Los Angeles, Spectrum,
National Geographic, Getty Images, and others.

CNN Meterologist Derek Van
Damm interviews Fire Marshall
Lindsey Young. They are
discussing the benefits of
cleared defensible space on the
hillside where he is pointing

Sage teamed with Anaheim Fire & Rescue to host a “Ready Set Go” community event
at Fire Station 10 during Fire Prevention Week where local residents and fire officials
could visit the goats and learn about their role in wildfire prevention.

Fire Marshall Lindsey Young,
Wildfire Mitigation Specialist
Adrian Abel, and other fire
officials visited the goat
grazing exhibit at Anaheim
Fire Station 10 during “Ready
Set Go” event




