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FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK

By Executive Director Doug Johnson

mtrak’s Capitol Corridor is my ride

from Berkeley to Sacramento.

Usually I'm headed there to
advocate for county Weed Management
Area (WMA) funding. But now we have
WMA funding and I'm getting off the
train in Vacaville for a meeting of the
Solano County WMA. Recent weeks
have also taken me to meetings of the
San Mateo and San Francisco county
WMAs and it's satisfying to see partners
reconvene with purpose.

Along the East Bay shoreline between
Richmond and Martinez we pass
mudflats barely visible through the early
morning fog. We're paced by a squadron
of cormorants; didn’t know they could
fly that fast. The sunrise breaks through
under the Carquinez Straits bridge. |
think of the hardy Invasive Spartina
Project team that heads out before dawn
to catch the right tide for cordgrass
treatment or Ridgeway's Rail counts.
They see the bay up close and personal
in a way few of us do.

The railroad right-of-way presents

a thriving botanic gallery, native and
non-native alike, toyon next to fennel,
all testaments to the opportunism and
vitality of vegetation in our disturbed
landscape. Then we cut east across
Suisun Marsh (“largest brackish water
marsh on the west coast” according to
Wikipedia), bringing visions of a Central
Valley before dams, when the Sierra
spilled its snowmelt freely into wetlands
supporting vast clouds of waterfowl.

Not everyone looks at the California
around them and sees what it was only a
few centuries ago. “Nature’s doing OK, "
someone said to me recently. (This was
part of their rationale for why it was not
important to use herbicides as part of an
IPM approach for controlling invasive
plants.) We need to remind our friends,
family and colleagues that there is a
global biodiversity crisis and we are
responsible for caring for one of Earth’s
biodiversity hotspots.

Next stop, Fairfield/Vacaville. Time to
get off the train and go be inspired by
another WMA group!

On the cover:
Crews from Sage Environmental Group removed
Canary Island St. Johnswort (Hypericum
canariense) on City of Laguna Beach property
with match funding from the Natural
Communities Coalition through the Laguna
Canyon Foundation.
The Orange County
Chapter of the
California Native
Plant Society (our
2019 Organization of
the Year) identified
and prioritized the
spreading population,
making this an
excellent example of
collaborative early
detection and rapid
response. Crews
included a sawyer,
followed by two
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Laguna Canyon Foundation.

Photos courtesy of Sage Environmental Group and

swampers cutting and removing debris, and two
applicators treating stumps with herbicide (diluted
Garlon 4 Ultra with a penetrant applied with
handheld Birchmeier spray bottles). An electric
chainsaw reduced noise, creating less disturbance
for nearby residents and allowing work during
the city’s quiet
hours. A climbing
rope was run from
temporary anchors
to aid movement on
the steep slope. The
inset photo shows
a partially treated
stand. Follow-up
treatment the next
year controlled

new seedlings,
occasional crown
sprouts, and missed
plants.
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